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Theatre of cruelty?

Rack in Athens for yet another of his
challenging performanees. the Lalian
director provocatenr uses sentologienl
references to comment on hinman Crailty

._‘&

OLLOWING hws successhil staong of Dante's Dhine Camealy o years
ago. versalie stage drector Romeo Casteluca refums to Athens, mvied
by the Athens Festrval 1o present a rot-so-modest play on June 22.25
O the Concept of the Face Regarding Ine Son of God locuses on he relation
ol man wih the dnané &s much as il talks about corporeal funchons That are
lkely to make viewens go hidgety
Thes is st the beanning, | want 10 medt Sias in hes long absence,” Crsteduce

a Chanahot of the Order of Arts and Letiers since 2002 has said of the play

bye e on hus lips ”

syrrdces and nules

“The lace of Jesus s not thede | can only see partings and statues. | know of
mare than Ihewsands of penlers bom the et who spent hall thes Ines Inpng
10 reproiuce the unspoken. almost imvistble expression of sadness that could

The pesce s perlormid by the Socetas Raftaslo Sanao. & theatre compgny
named after the pamter Raphaed and co lounded by Castalluco) and hes sister
Claucks in 1961 Just bk Casteliucn s prevsous works, the play reflects 3 vsion
o theatre o whach visial, soulptural and sound elements are the premary focus

Thi sél - pairded wivle ke hespill walls and made by Castedluco just liko the
costumes and the kghting - s ovespowenng in 85 metaphysical connolations

hinher accentuated by the colodsal lace ol a serene-Jocking, occasionally lear

shedding Chaist's image progected on & sreen

Belore long the immaculate setting will be smeared by synthetic, yét
excruciaingly smelly excrement. Al first sight the provocative imagery (s Ikely
to te laken by the audence as blasphemous.

The visual assaull s produced by a frail oid man who is unable (o control his
bowel movermend, while hs son & repealedly calied upon to clean up the mess
As the ok man plesacs lor forgeness in whal can be miereted as 2 reversal
of the father-and-son retationship in the Chrshan radibion

Castellicei’s carnal alhssions camy a metaphysical edge

Desouest can givie wazy 10 Sympathy as the play is trenstormed
mio an affechonale comment on old age and human fradry

Afodower of Antorn Artaud s theatre of auelty accornding to
theatre oiics. Casteucn does not opt to shotk wiewers just
for 1he sake ol o Failled as “the enfant temble of
comemponary
epenimenis depctor who has casf a cancer [
Anlony in s adaptation of Julks Caesar fs mare mterested in
reachons e more dhverse the befey

On & mone academs kvl the play does not deal wilh the substance of taith

acooriEng bo Casteliuce, bul attempts 10 hghiight the refation between [heare
and religion, as both areas inleract with peopde through & =8t vocabulary of

European theatre”, the  50-year-old

auche

Chrixty Papadupral

Zongolopoulos’

works wanted
N PREPARATION for i ebiation et s

2004) ke Benak Mugeum  and
Zongolopoules Foundahon are estendng an
open call 4o prvate collectons Tor 7y e
At i thelr possession These mierested can
e lact Mana San ol he Berak Museum daly
|k 3pen thraugh Lo he e ol Septemiber
on 210-367- 1011 o sanhihansd) or

Zorbas at Megaron

= F YHE THESSALONIKL

Megamn Mousikis will
celebrale Intarmational
Music  Day with =&
Thessalonik Stale

Orchestra perommance of Méds Theodoraks
work Zerbaas on June 21 featunng mezzo res
SrnGs
roie for Michae
Zewbias, which
and was based on
ol of The

film Alea
ety Ouine
tzakis

Zanella at Opera

Ballet's helm
I ISTINGUISHED
E‘* itehan choreogranher
| Fenatn Zanplla 50 was
appomied m direator &
the Greek National Opera
Batiet (GNO),  Slanting
Soplermter 1 The Verona
bom chodeorapher has
collaboraled with prEshoIous Companies
around the workd, the baliats of Shungan. Mente
Cano and San Frantisco inciuded He nas
creafed over 70 chorecomphses and sened as

deeciorn of the Vienna Siate Opera boen 1985 |

10 2005, In January 2010 he created the
chigograpties for the GNO's Balle! Gala
whith was fresenled at the Athers MeGaon
Mossdes. Hes Medka's Choce baliel vl e pan
of Syros et

Aegean Festival

key events

F ] YHE SEVENTH Asgean Festval running
s ooy 12-25 ins
opem. musk. dance and
theatre  Organesed by Greek Amencan
conducter and producer Peter Tibotis, the
annmsal fe: il b beldd &l Enmoupobs
Apobon Theatre. modelled in 1864 aher
Mian s La Scala. and public
spaces around [he oy
inciuding  Miaouh Square
and the Agios Nikelaos
Church m the Vapona
ne ourhpod.  Ths

yEar g

30 Sopranc
Lishakova [photo) n the tile

role (July 12), PanEwopean
Prifharmonia Orchestra’s tnbute [0 Austiian
compoeser Gustav Wahier on the occasion ol
a cerlenary om s death, under the baton
of Ticons [July 15); Martn Shemman s moving
monoiogue Aose: staming Olyrrgea Dukalas
Wy 19-20), andd Ihe intemahioral promicie
lakan chorecgrapher Renale Zanella s
balle! Medea's Choice sel 1o the music of
Mias Thendorabas” opera Medee (July 22.24)
(Arhens Men)

Katsigras collection
highlights in Athens

S A YOUNG man, Lansa-bom surgeon Giorgos | Katsigras
1614-1998), already an amaleur painter, used to collect

stamps, books and photographs. His “collector's disease”
stayed with lum for the rest of his Iife, the resull of which is a
sigridicart collection of Greek patntings on permanent display
&l the Lansa Mumcipal Gallery - Gl Katsigias Museum.
Cwver 70 highlights from Katsigras' collecton will go on display
at the Theocharaks Foundation of Arts and Music this month,
These mclude the portrait of Konstantines M Melas as a child
by Nikiloros Lytras, an early oll-on-canvas nuds by Yannis
Maoralis, Thessaly painter Agencr Asteniadis’ egq 1empera on
board The City (photo lop) depicting Lansa's rver, irain slation,
houses and horses, and Yannis Psychopedre’ polilical work
The Protest
Oz of few incnaduats to collact an in postwer Greece, Halagras
Duill up his collection between 1950 and 1965, In 1981 he
addressed a letter o Anslidis Lambroulis, Larisa mayor at the
fime, offenng Io donate s precious collechon to the ety on the
sche condition that a municipal galiery be founded
Comprising cis, watercolours, efchings and drawangs, Katsigras’
cofiechion - part of which had been exhibited at the Athens
Muricipal Gallery and the National Gallery before the opening
of the Lansa Municipal Gallery in 2003 - includes 781 works.
In addition o painlings, the collection also features German
archaeologis! Heirinch Schliemann’s furniture from he liou
Melathron Mansion (his residence) that was incorporated into
Ihe Gl Kats.gras Surgical Clinic, from where the Medical Schoal
ol ihe University ol Thessaly now oparates, as well as 1,250
an books and 4,500 volumes of literature and poetry,

- + Masterpiecas ol the Gl Kalsigras Colledlion from the Lansa

Muricipal Gallery s on af fhe Theocharakis Foundation for
Arfs and Music (cre 8 Vas Sofias and 1 Menlin sts. 1el 210-
361-1348) from June 23 to Septermber 18 op

Painting
by Vassilios Hatzis

g



